
GERMAN-JEFFERSON SPORTSMEN CLUB 1949-1984

The records of our club start in 1949 when 101 members paid one
dollar each to start the German-Jefferson Sportsmen Club. From the
beginning the club has been involved with land issues, projects, and
activities.

Seining has been an issue since the beginning. The controversies
involved whether to seine or not, whether seining should remove
bullheads, and who should do the seining. At one time the club
recommended to the DNR a seiner for the area lakes. This is no longer
done but the club continues to have an interest and gets reports each
year concerning rough fish removal from the lake.

Lake levels, culvert levels, and ditch cleanouts are frequent
entries in the minutes starting in 1954 and continuing to the present.
In some cases the club has stayed out of the issue, but in others it
has been involved. One interesting case is the cleanout of the ditch
from Hoy Lake in 1976. This was done on the condition that club
members all have access to hunt on the lake!

The early club workers were not afraid to take controversial
stands. They voted to make Scotch Lake a game refuge in 1950, to
allow more lenience from the game wardens for bullhead fishermen, and
even voted unanimously to close the German-Jefferson Lakes to
darkhouse spearing. In 1957 they voted in favor of year-round two
line fishing, a practice that some apparently believed became law.

Projects have been a part of the club since the '50's when
causeway improvements were made at Beaver Dam and near Hobson's. The
club was not only active at the lakes: providing rearing ponds in
1958 and an approach at Scotch Lake, but also with wildlife: stocking
and feeding pheasants in '52-3 as well as planting wild rice in '54
and sponoring gun safety in '56.

The 1960's saw a concentration on the lakes. One of the first
aeration systems in the state was done on West Jefferson near Ernie
Hobson's (now Hall's) in 1962. That year also marked the first use of
the Hunt-Wendelschafer rearing pond which was purchased by the club in
1983. In 1967 the access to Jefferson was improved and turned over to
the state. The light provided by the club in '65 has shone on evening
fishermen for over twenty years.
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There were not many projects in the '70's, but they were major
ones. 1970 saw the purchase of 38 acres of wildlife area at French's.
This has preserved a haven for ducks and pheasants.

Wood duck houses have been put up periodicaly since 1972 and have
really helped the local "woody" population.

The access on German was turned over to the state in 1976 after
much improvement to what had before been a marsh area.



Club activities have been very popular in recent years. The
bullhead feed and membership drive every March always attracts the
largest crowd. Also enjoyed are the other special meals such as game
feeds, smoked carp, and chili feeds.

While these have been successful, there are several events that
have disappeared, such as the coon feed (1949), crow hunt (1950),
meetings at the Cold Spring Brewery (1952), and the annual party with
the wives (1955). In 1950 the club named an Outstanding Farmer
Sportsman and in 1968 sponsored a conservation essay contest for area
students.

At the present time, the club is experiencing a high level of
activity. A current membership of 78 paying $5.00 dues supports
several diversified projects. Our main source of funds is our annual
fishing contest. 1984 set the record for the most tickets sold -
4,193 at one dollar apiece. A crowd of 450 in 1985 was the best
attendance.

This contest, plus lots of volunteer labor, supports our
continung projects: purchase of wood duck houses, northern rearing
pond, German fish grate, lights and docks on the public accesses, gun
safety, and snowmobile safety classes.

In cooperation with the DNR's pheasant stamp program we signed up
fifteen acres of corn for wildlife food plots and seventeen acres of
nesting cover. We also did two tree plantings.

Next year the sign-up will include fifteen acres of nesting cover
adjoining our land to the north of French's and food and nesting plots
on the high ground we own on the southwest side.

The German-Jefferson Sportsmen Club has served wildlife and
sportsmen for over 35 years, and if present activities are any
indication, will continue to serve for many years in the future.
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The 1984-93 period produced one major club project. In 1990 the
club acquired 4 acres on the south side of West Lake Jefferson.
This popular fishing spot on the road grade was a dangerous place
to fish due to the narrow road and limited parking. Local
landowners weren't happy with people parking on their lawn. The
club acquired the land and developed a parking lot across the
road from the lake. In 1993, when the road was widened, a
culvert was put in to connect the lot and the fishing area. This
project has provided a safe fishing area for people who don't
have a boat or other access to the lake.

During the past 10 years, the club has continued to work with the
DNR to provide food plots for deer and pheasants as well as
stocking the northern rearing pond on West Jefferson. The club
also provides docks and lights at the public accesses. The
highlights of the club year continues to be the annual fishing
contest and bullhead feed.
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